Neighborhood Listening Exercise

Listening to the soundings of our context: We're going to take time learning about various
pockets of residential dwelling/community in our local context. As we walk and observe and
listen in groups of 2-4 people, the questions below will help us see and experience a segment of
our city in new ways." They will also hopefully help inform our understanding of and
responsiveness to the neighborhoods and social groupings in the area. We will end by
reflecting on what it might mean to seek the shalom of these places (Jer. 29:7).

1. Asyou stand at your starting point this morning, what do you see as you look in each
direction? What do you hear or sense? What activity do you notice?

As you begin to walk about...
2. What do you notice about the front yards or entries to each of the houses or apartments?
3. Does this neighborhood or part of the city feel like a cared-for place?

4. How many houses, apartments / buildings for sale do you see? What indicators of
transience do you observe?

5. Where you see a park, what do you notice about it? Does it feel like an inviting place? Who
is there?

6. Do you pass any churches or religious buildings? What does their appearance communicate
to you?

7. What kinds of commercial buildings are there? Who makes up the clientele?

8. How many people do you see walking about or tending to their homes/yards or businesses?
What age, race, and gender are they?
9. How pedestrian-friendly is this place of the city? Are there sidewalks, lights, or crosswalks?

10. Are there places in this area or neighborhood that you would not go into? Why?

11. Where are the places of life, hope, beauty or community in this particular area or
neighborhood?
12. What evidence of struggle, despair, neglect and alienation do you see?

13. In what ways do you sense God'’s presence in this area?
NOTE: Along the way:

1. Talk to someone;
2. Drink something at a local hangout; and,
3. Bring back a token, a symbol that captures your experience of the community.

' These questions are permutations of a set Bakke Graduate Unitversity and others have devised.
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DEBRIEFING...

1. What did I notice in myself — thoughts, questions, strong feelings or reactions, etc., as |
walked and observed and listened?

2. What “soundings” did we pick up from the area we walked?

3. Group processing:

® What signs of shalom did we note here (i.e. goodness or God at work)?

®*  What might it look like to “seek the shalom” of this sector of the city ??? In other words,
how might | join others in ministering and enriching this area?

® Any early thoughts on what my church or group might do to enhance its overall listening
in context???

Concluding remarks:

The neighborhood is one of the sacred texts we need to learn to read together...
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